10News CBS in Tampa, Florida, reported their findings in “How law enforcement turns law-abiding men into sexual predators” by Noah Pransky, July 2015:

The news agency, 10 Investigates, previously reported how many of the men arrested in these controversial sex “predator” stings were not actually looking for children online – they were looking for adults.

Law enforcement leaders fought to keep their documents private, but 10 Investigates was finally able to secure them after a struggle.  The news agency found in the documents a “pattern of officer misconduct in an effort to boost arrest totals”.

Most cases examined by 10 Investigates involved men who never stated that they were looking for underage teens, but were only responding to ads seeking adults.  “Sometimes, the officers would act as an interested adult with a teenage ‘sister’ who was also interested.”

Many of the men showed no interest in the underaged “sisters”, but when they traveled to meet the adult, they were arrested as a “sexual predator” and charged with “traveling to meet a minor”.

A 27-year-old Cape Coral man was arrested  even though he repeatedly told the undercover detective he was NOT okay with meeting up with an underage girl.  He was still arrested for utilizing his phone to solicit a sexual act from a child because he did not immediately end the conversation.  Prosecutors never charged the man as there was insufficient evidence to prove that he was trying to solicit sex from a minor.  The man’s name still remained on the Lee County Sheriff Office’s online press releases and other media outlets’ news stories as of the printing of this story in July 2015 – a public shaming that will follow him the rest of his life.


