
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Case No.:

JOHN DOE, 

Plaintiff, 

vs.

RICHARD L. SWEARINGEN, 
in his official capacity as
Commissioner of the 
Florida Department of Law
Enforcement; and RIC BRADSHAW, 
in his official capacity as 
Sheriff of Palm Beach County, 

Defendants.

____________________________/

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

COMES NOW the Defendant, RIC BRADSHAW, in his official capacity as the 

Sheriff of Palm Beach County (hereinafter “BRADSHAW”), by and through his 

undersigned counsel, pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §§1331, 1441, 1443(2) 

and 1446, hereby files this Notice of Removal and states:

1. This action was originally filed in the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial 

Circuit in and for Palm Beach County, Florida on August 30, 2018, where it 

was subsequently assigned case no. 502018CA011158.

2. Attached hereto as  Composite Exhibit “A”, and by reference made a part 

hereof, are copies of the pertinent filings as contained in this case pending 
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before the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, in and for Palm Beach 

County Florida.

3. BRADSHAW received notice of the subject lawsuit through summons on 

September 5, 2018. 

4. The said action in Circuit Court is a civil action stating claims which are 

removable as seen in the pertinent filings of the record attached hereto as 

Composite Exhibit “A.” Plaintiff filed a two count Complaint for Declaratory 

and Injunctive Relief which challenges the constitutionality of Florida’s Sexual 

Offender Registration Act, § 943.0435, Florida Statutes as applied to Plaintiff. 

(Plaintiff’s Complaint at ¶ 1). 

5. Plaintiff pleads causes of action arising under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. (Plaintiff’s 

Complaint at ¶ 14). Count I alleges that § 943.0435 Fla. Stat. violates the 

United States Constitution’s Ex Post Facto Clause of Article 1, Section 10 and 

the Florida Constitution’s Ex Post Facto Clause of Article 1, § 10 as applied 

to Plaintiff. Count II alleges that § 943.0435 Fla. Stat. violates the Fifth and 

Fourteenth Amendment Due Process Clause of the United States Constitution 

and the Due Process Clause of the Florida Constitution in Article I, § 9 as 

applied to Plaintiff.  BRADSHAW seeks a federal forum concerning these 

claims. 

6. This Court has original jurisdiction over this action as provided in 28 U.S.C § 

1331, as the claims made by Plaintiff arise under the Constitution, laws, or 
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treatises of the United States. Alleged violations of the Florida Constitution 

are likewise removable pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(c).

7. Section 1446(b) provides that notice of removal shall be filed within thirty (30) 

days after receipt of the Complaint upon the Defendants through service or 

otherwise. This Notice of Removal is timely filed. 

8. The undersigned and Counsel for Richard Swearingen, in his official capacity 

as Commissioner of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, have 

conferred and all Defendants consent to the removal of the case.

9. BRADSHAW shall treat the date of filing the instant removal as the 

commencement of the seven (7) day period to respond to Plaintiff’s Complaint 

pursuant to Fed R. Civ. P. 81(c)(2)(C).  

10. Notice of this Removal is being provided to Plaintiff and the Clerk of Court for 

the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, pursuant to 28 USC § 1446 (d).

Dated: October 5, 2018

Respectfully Submitted, 
s/ James O. Williams____________

James O. Williams, Jr., Esq. (eservice@wlclaw.com)
Florida Bar No. 0614513
Jessica R. Butler, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 118586
Counsel for PBSO
Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A.
11300 US Highway One, Suite 300
North Palm Beach, Florida 33408
Telephone No. (561)615-5666
Facsimile No. (561)615-9606
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on October 5, 2018, I electronically filed the foregoing 
document with the Clerk of Court using its CM/ECF system.

s/ James O. Williams, Jr.

Florida Bar No. 0614513

SERVICE LIST:

Cindy E. D’Agostino, Esq.
11380 Prosperity Farms Rd.
Suite 204
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
Telephone: (561) 622-8655
Facsimile: (561) 622-5531
cdagostino@bellsouth.net
Counsel for Plaintiff

Barbara J. Scheffer, Esq.
11380 Prosperity Farms Rd.
Suite 204
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
Telephone: (561) 622-8100
Facsimile: (561) 622-3460
bjscheffer@bellsouth.net
Counsel for Plaintiff

Albert J. Bowden, Esq.
Office of the Attorney General
PL-01, The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Telephone: (850) 414-3300, ext 4716
Facsimilie: (850) 488-4872
al.bowden@myfloridalegal.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 502018CA011158
JOHN DOE,

 Plaintiff,

 v.

RICHARD L. SWEARINGEN,
in his official capacity as
Commissioner of the
Florida Department of Law
Enforcement; and RIC BRADSHAW,
in his official capacity
as Sheriff of Palm Beach County,

 Defendants.
_____________________________________/

NOTICE OF APPEARANCE

COMES NOW the law firm of Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A. and files this Notice 

of Appearance as counsel for Defendant, RIC BRADSHAW, in his official capacity as Sheriff of 

Palm Beach County, and requests that all pleadings and correspondence pertaining to the above-

captioned matter be hereafter directed to the law firm of Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A. at 

the address indicated below.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been sent via 
E-Service to Barbara J. Scheffer, Esq. (bjscheffer@bellsouth.ne), and Cindy E. D'Agostino, Esq. 
(cdagostino@bellsouth.net), Mailing Address: 11380 Prosperity Farms Rd, Suite 204, Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL, 33410; on September 24, 2018.

s/ James O. Williams Jr., Esq.
James O. Williams Jr., Esq. (eService@wlclaw.com)
Florida Bar No. 0614513
Jessica R. Butler, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 118586
Attorney for Defendant PBSO
Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A.
11300 US Highway One, Suite 300
North Palm Beach, Florida 33408
Telephone No. (561)615-5666
Facsimile No. (561)615-9606
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 502018CA011158
JOHN DOE,

 Plaintiff,

 v.

RICHARD L. SWEARINGEN,
in his official capacity as
Commissioner of the
Florida Department of Law
Enforcement; and RIC BRADSHAW,
in his official capacity
as Sheriff of Palm Beach County,

 Defendants.
_____________________________________/

NOTICE OF DESIGNATION OF ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESS

Notice is hereby given, in conformity with the requirement of Florida Rules of Judicial 

Administration 2.516, of designation of email address to be used for service of documents to the 

undersigned as set forth below:

Primary email address: eservice@wlclaw.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been sent via 
E-Service to Barbara J. Scheffer, Esq. (bjscheffer@bellsouth.ne), and Cindy E. D'Agostino, Esq. 
(cdagostino@bellsouth.net), Mailing Address: 11380 Prosperity Farms Rd, Suite 204, Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL, 33410; on September 24, 2018.

s/ James O. Williams Jr., Esq.
James O. Williams Jr., Esq. (eService@wlclaw.com)
Florida Bar No. 0614513
Jessica R. Butler, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 118586
Attorney for Defendant PBSO
Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A.
11300 US Highway One, Suite 300
North Palm Beach, Florida 33408
Telephone No. (561)615-5666
Facsimile No. (561)615-9606
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 
 
JOHN DOE,  
       
 Plaintiff, 
 
vs.       Case No.: 2018ca11158 
 
RICHARD L. SWEARINGEN, 
in his official capacity as Commissioner 
of the Florida Department of Law  
Enforcement; and RIC BRADSHAW,  
individually and in his official capacity 
as Sheriff of Palm Beach County,  
 
 Defendants. 
____________________________________/ 
 

NOTICE OF APPEARANCE ON BEHALF 
OF DEFENDANT RICHARD L. SWEARINGEN 

 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned hereby notices an appearance on behalf of 

Defendant Richard L. Swearingen, and requests a copy of anything that is either filed or served 

in this case. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      PAMELA JO BONDI 
      ATTORNEY GENERAL 
     
      /s/ Albert J. Bowden 
      Albert J. Bowden 
      Special Counsel 
      Florida Bar No.: 802190 
      Office of the Attorney General 
      PL-01, The Capitol 
      Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
      (850) 414-3300, Ext. 4716 
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      (850) 488-4872 (Fax) 
      al.bowden@myfloridalegal.com 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been electronically served 
through the statewide E-Filing portal on counsel for the Plaintiff, Cindy E. D’Agostino, 11380 
Prosperity Farms Road, Suite 204, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410, and who has an email 
address of cdagostino@bellsouth.net; and on Barbara J. Scheffer, 11380 Prosperity Farms 
Road, Suite 204, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410, who has an email address of 
bjscheffer@bellsouth.net, and on counsel for Defendant Bradshaw, James O. Williams, Jr., 
Williams, Leininger, and Cosby, 11300 US Hwy. 1, Suite 300, North Palm Beach, FL 33408, 
with an email address of jwilliams@wlclaw.com, this 26th day of September, 2018. 

 
       /s/ Albert J. Bowden 
       Albert J. Bowden 
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