Florida Action Committee, Inc. www.floridaactioncommittee.org

6615 W Boynton Beach Blvd #414 info@floridaactioncommittee.org
Boynton Beach, FL 33437 833-273-7325
October 8, 2026
Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust SENT VIA EMAIL AND US MAIL
111 NW 1st Street, Suite 27-310 homelesstrustmtg@miamidade.gov

Miami, FL 33128

RE: HOUSING FOR PERSONS SUBJECT TO REGISTRATION
Dear Mr. Book and Members of the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust:

The Florida Action Committee, Inc. (FAC) previously wrote to you in July concerning
this issue. A copy of this letter is attached. Our efforts to solicit a response have been
unsuccessful.

We read with interest your comments in the October 7 Miami Times article, “Federal
lawsuit challenges Miami-Dade sex-offender housing restrictions” in particular, your statement
that “[t]here are places for them to live that meet the 2,500-foot residency restrictions.”

We have a straightforward question: Where, exactly, are those places for them to live?

FAC would genuinely like to know. If there are a sufficient number of lawful, available
residential properties in Miami-Dade County where a person subject to the county’s 2,500-foot
restriction can actually obtain housing, we would welcome the opportunity to identify them for
the people who contact us because they cannot find one.

Our second question is equally straightforward: What has the Homeless Trust actually
done to address the housing needs of the registrant population who are homeless?

If the Trust has any housing programs or made any efforts to accommodate this
population, please tell us what they are.

Finally, we would like to correct the impression created by your characterization of
FAC's data as something that “should be taken with a grain of salt.” The data discussed in this
context is not FAC's data at all. The unsheltered people counted within the City of Miami in
January 2026 came from your own Point-in-Time census. Likewise, the figure that
approximately 31% of registered sexual offenders living in Miami-Dade communities are
homeless comes from the State of Florida's Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability (OPPAGA). Lastly the number of people reporting transient locations in Miami
comes from the FDLE's registry data.



Dismissing government data as something that should be taken “with a grain of salt”
without identifying what is inaccurate, why it is inaccurate, or what alternative data the Trust
believes is accurate does not advance the discussion.

We would appreciate an answer to the questions posed by your statement in the Miami
Times and a response to our earlier letter. If the Trust cannot provide answers, by copy, we
would like to know what the Miami-Dade Commission plans to do about it.

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

/s/

Teresa Bond, Information Liaison
Florida Action Committee, Inc.
teresa@floridaactioncommittee.org

cc: Oliver G. Gilbert, IIT VIA EMAIL: district]l @miamidade.gov
Marleine Bastien VIA EMAIL: district2@miamidade.gov
Keon Hardemon VIA EMAIL: district3@miamidade.gov
Micky Steinberg VIA EMAIL: district4@miamidade.gov
Vicki L. Lopez VIA EMAIL: districtS@miamidade.gov
Natalie Milian Orbis VIA EMAIL: district6(@miamidade.gov
Raquel A. Regalado VIA EMAIL: district7@miamidade.gov
Danielle Cohen Higgins VIA EMAIL: district8§@miamidade.gov
Kionne L. McGhee VIA EMAIL: district9@miamidade.gov
Anthony Rodriguez VIA EMAIL: district] 0@miamidade.gov
Roberto J. Gonzalez VIA EMAIL: district]1@miamidade.gov
Juan Carlos "JC" Bermudez VIA EMAIL: district]2@miamidade.gov
René Garcia VIA EMAIL: district] 3(@miamidade.gov

Amelia Orjuela Da Silva VIA EMAIL: aorjueladasilva@miamitimesonline.com

Dr. Alesia Scott-Ford, Acting Field Office Director
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Miami Field Office

909 SE First Avenue, Room 500

Miami, FL 33131-3028



Florida Action Committee, Inc. www.floridaactioncommittee.org

6615 W Boynton Beach Blvd #414 info@floridaactioncommittee.org
Boynton Beach, FL 33437 833-273-7325

July 29, 2026

Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust SENT VIA EMAIL AND

111 NW I1st Street, Suite 27-310 VIA US MAIL

Miami, FL 33128 homelesstrustmtg@miamidade.gov

Dear Members of the Miami-Dade Homeless Trust:

I am writing on behalf of the Florida Action Committee, Inc. (FAC) regarding the
growing crisis of homelessness among individuals required to register as sexual offenders or
predators in Miami-Dade County.

As you are undoubtedly aware, Miami-Dade has long been the epicenter of this
problem. The housing shortage for registrants became internationally known during the Julia
Tuttle Causeway encampment nearly two decades ago, when over 100 individuals were forced
to live beneath a bridge because there was virtually nowhere in the county where they could
legally reside. While that encampment was eventually dismantled, the underlying problem was
never solved. It has only worsened.

The State's own Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability
(OPPAGA) has documented the extent of the crisis. According to its most recent report (2024),
approximately 31% of all registrants in Miami-Dade County are homeless. That represents one
of the highest documented rates of homelessness among any identifiable population in Florida
and demonstrates that the county's existing restrictions continue to leave hundreds of people
without lawful housing or shelter options.

Despite these well-documented government facts, The City of Miami has recently
adopted policies (Ordinance 14486) that make it easier to arrest homeless individuals for
sleeping outdoors, even while many registrants remain legally barred from obtaining housing
or shelter because of residency restrictions or shelter eligibility requirements. The new
ordinance expressly permits arrest when a person is ineligible for shelter placement.

This raises serious questions about whether Miami-Dade 1is facilitating the
criminalization of a condition that it has created. We believe this condition arises to the level
of an 8" Amendment violation.



The Homeless Trust has long served as Miami-Dade County's lead agency for

addressing homelessness. Accordingly, we respectfully request information regarding the
Trust's efforts to address the unique housing barriers faced by persons required to register.

Specifically:

1. What programs or initiatives has the Homeless Trust undertaken to identify shelter or
permanent housing opportunities for registrants experiencing homelessness?

2. How many registrants have been successfully placed into emergency shelters,
transitional housing, or permanent supportive housing during the past five years?

3. Has the Trust evaluated whether Miami-Dade's residency restriction ordinance has
contributed to homelessness among this population?

4. Has the Trust made recommendations to the County Commission regarding policy
changes that would reduce homelessness among registrants?

5. If shelters receiving Homeless Trust funding refuse admission to registrants, what

alternative housing options does the Trust provide for these individuals?

FAC has consistently maintained that homelessness is neither a public safety strategy

nor a solution. Stable housing is one of the strongest predictors of successful reintegration and
reduced recidivism. Policies that leave individuals with no lawful place to live, only to arrest
them for being homeless, undermine public safety, human dignity and our Constitution.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with representatives of the Homeless Trust

to discuss these issues and explore practical solutions. We also respectfully request a written
response describing the Trust's efforts to address this longstanding problem.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to your

response.

Sincerely,

/s/

Teresa Bond, Information Liaison
Florida Action Committee, Inc.
teresa@floridaactioncommittee.org



